Pompano Beach High School
Pompano Beach, Florida

TRANSCRIPT: “LEARNING THROUGH AUTHENTIC TASKS”

SENIOR STUDENT: The teachers here, what they day thy to engage the students as much as
they can. They make sure that we do projects whenee actually doing hands on things to

learn the information. We’re not just sitting taeaking notes. Like, they actually make sure

that we understand and we know what we're talkimgua so that we can speak eloquently. And
so that we know what we’re talking about. We're just talking to talk. And they go out of their
way to help us. My AP government teacher on Fridays, she does review sessions for the AP
exam. And | know that the AP psychology teacheisdbat too. Our teachers go out of their way
to help us. They make sure that we learn. Theyrensur success.

SENIOR STUDENT: They go out of their way to makeiyearn in a creative way. Not just that
you sit there and take notes. They'll go out toftakel, do a physics project, the teacher will
research. Anything to basically make you have futhe classroom and make you learn the
material.

FRESHMAN STUDENT: One of our classes — math fomegke — we come in. We go over the
homework. She asks who has questions and thentladiteishe asks who can answer those
guestions. So instead of just writing them all onithe board, other people get to go up and see
how it's done and you can go up and ask that pessask them how to show you to do it and
not be rushed.

FRESHMAN STUDENT: | know in my web design class, nad to have—we had a huge
project. We worked on it for like a month and afrahaybe 2 months—and you had to make
your own website pertaining to your own businessu Yretty much had to create a business. |
sold color guard essentials, like uniforms, and lyad to research it and research how much
these things would cost, how much you’re gonna nfiaka it, all of these different things you
had to know about. And also | was in like a cadass. You're researching careers. She gave us
a low budget and you had to base yourself off af.tifou had to work your way up from that
and just find out how you're gonna pay all of ydilts. You had kids and you had to do a family
vacation and pretty much, | guess what she wasgry do is show us that in the real world,
even if you don’t make a lot of money, you havéigare out how you’re gonna get by. She
probably wanted us to see that you should aim highe

FRESHMAN STUDENT: If | were to talk to a seventtader, I'd warn them that they have to, if
they're not already, become very organized becaukigh school, it's everything. | didn’t think
it was. In my seventh and eighth grade teachédsite organization is so important and it's not
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that | wasn’t, but | wasn’'t as | am now. | wasmt tp of my game as far as being organized
back then but now it's very important to me. | héweders and dividers and everything is very
detailed because sometimes you have notebook guizere it matters. It makes everything a
lot easier and smoother.

FRESHMAN STUDENT: We were the host school for tbemty for Harvest Drive. Harvest
Drive is we get all of the schools, they had tdemila certain item, like some schools collected
spaghetti and meatballs—I mean spaghetti and pamtee schools collected like soap and
detergent and other necessities and we actuallgggsher all of these grocery bags in our mini-
gym. We had to sort out all of the canned goodsemedything. It took three days. The
community brought in a whole bunch of differentite Girl Scouts were here. We had so many
cans we actually had to take some of them to antithation. We helped feed over 100 families.
Each family got 10 bags of groceries,. And we pddke bags and the families came here and
they picked them up and it provided them with anksgiving meal and a weeks’ worth of
groceries. We got them turkeys, milk, orange juaggles, toys. It was really, really great.

DONNA MELILLO, TEACHER: Reference and research avmtds tended to be our lowest
scale on the FCAT tests so we really want to ino@fe vocabulary into reading. It enhances
reading and vocabulary—just teaching vocabulabpoisng. Really, it's deadly. You can teach it
in context as you go along but the kids tend tgdtarSo, we're in the technological age and we
want to use their technology to enhance their iegrrso the kids kind of create their own
lesson. They become the teachers. It's more emtergaand they tend to remember. And we
have a really good time. First, | assign groupsaterocabulary words. They get 3 or 4 each.
Then they work up a presentation. They create their kind of context. They make sure that
they use them in sentences at that moment soltbetterm memory will kick in. And then we
go over the words again and again as we go aldmgy fend to go with Power Points.
Sometimes they use a flip camera and they go makevée. One group made this soap opera
with the words, and they kept going on and on. Aredkids tend to do better on their vocabulary
tests because the context that they presentedirsctintext like Avatar is really big now. We
had this one kid that just went wild owvatar—but using the vocabulary féwatar so that the
kids will remember those words tomorrow. Using tieshnology in their venue to present their
materials, and it comes from them and not justtiney like it.



